Normal release from proactive interference in untreated patients with Parkinson's disease.
The relationship of release from proactive interference (PI) to set-shifting, explicit free recall and language remains controversial. We tested 56 patients with Parkinson's disease (PD) who had never received medication and 37 matched normal control subjects on a test of PI release based on semantic category. The PD group showed normal PI release but impaired word recall. PI release was independent of impaired Wisconsin card-sorting test performance, language production, explicit memory, overall cognitive status and severity of depression. The results indicate dissociation between ability to benefit from semantic stimulus properties and processes of explicit memory, set-shifting and expressive language.